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BACKGROUND CASE STUDIES

BESTMAP WILL 

The European Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) sup-
ports the livelihood of 11 million farmers while main-
taining environmental standards and good agricul-
tural practices over half of the European Union (EU) 
land. However, pressures including land-use intensi-
fication, abandonment and climate change remain a 
challenge to the current CAP and its implementation.

Understand and model the ways farmers make 
decisions on land use

Link land-use intensity to public goods and eco-
system services, including production of crops, 
regulation of water quality, mitigation of green-
house gas emissions, and prevention of soil and 
biodiversity loss.

Use computer models, survey data and satellite 
imagery to see how policies can make farming 
and the environment better. 

Produce a friendly online tool to compare policy 
scenarios for future Common Agricultural Policy 
reforms.

Improve the effectiveness of future EU rural poli-
cies to better address farmers’ needs, protect the 
environment and mitigate climate change. 

New tools and methods for Policy Impact Assessment

Better Common Agricultural Policy

Understanding 
farmers’ 
decision 
making

Big Data
including 

geospatial 
databases and 

satellite imagery

Environmental, 
hydrological and 
socio-economic 

computer 
models

+ +

demonstrate novel modelling framework in 
five case study areas across EU

develop protocols, guidelines and a 
roadmap to extend the new framework

upscale the concept to an EU-level analysis

Humber Catchment (UK)

Mulde River Basin (DE)

South Moravia (CZ)

Bačka (RS)

Catalonia (ES) 
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